
Dr. Khalilah L. Brown-Dean is Associate Provost for Faculty A�airs and Professor of Political Science at 
Quinnipiac University. She earned the Henry R. Spencer Award for Distinguished Teaching, the Outstanding 
Faculty Award, the Fannie Lou Hamer Outstanding Community Service Award, and was named one of the 25 
Most In�uential Women in Higher Education by Diverse Magazine.

Brown-Dean’s work centers the importance of identity in shaping access to democracy, justice, and repre-
sentation with a particular emphasis on voting rights, civic engagement, and the politics of punishment. 
She is the author of Identity Politics in the United States (Polity Press 2019) and co-author of a new project 
entitled Protesting Vulnerability: Race and Pandemic Politics (Cambridge University Press). She is a highly 
sought after political analyst with contributions to The New York Times, MSNBC, L.A. Times, Fox News Radio, 
Democracy Now and other outlets. She hosts the weekly Connecticut Public Radio show and podcast, 
Disrupted.

Dr. Brown-Dean is passionate about inclusive community development and is the Immediate Past Board 
Chair of the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven. It is one of the oldest and largest community 
foundations in the United States, and the largest grant maker in a twenty town region. She currently Chairs 
the Greater New Haven COVID 19 Community Fund. 
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